Does benefit

ethnic minorities in Yunnan?

Province in Southern China, bordering Tibet, Sichuan, Guizhou, Guangxi, Laos, Vietnam
and Myanmar. Was (and partly is) very isolated for centuries due to difficult
terrain; thus underdeveloped, but culture and traditions were preserved >

China's greatest cultural diversity © «—— Contribution to GDP: TO urism
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Largest: Yi
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Mosuo (Naxi), Tibetan...

N~ >

Tourism is significant for the economy, especially

“a form of tourism that is motivated by visitors’
search for exotic cultural experiences through
interaction with distinctive ethnic groups” 1¢

Focus area:
Yunnan

Are the policies effective to protect
minorities from exploitation?

1949 - PRC founded @)

Almost O domestic tourism
Int. tourism limited to officials

1978- Open door policy @
International tourism allowed
1,299 visitors in Yunnan Q
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minorities
Minorities often employed

in less secure, low pay jobs

0% disagree "tourism
provides more jobs”

“unfair wages”
“fair wages”

Most  agree
the park
economic
and living

that
promotes
development
standards.

Economically succesful:

15 million visitors (2007)
25 replica villages

Many return to their hometown
and start their own business

with gained experience.
Moreover; the government
revenue from the park is used to

Exponential growth in

in Yunnan 0

2005 34.78 million visitors )

=>» Minorities are
not included in

Minorities are
deemed "illiterate"

make up nearly
40% of population
of Yunnan

fund minority education.

Evaluation
Tourism can help people
e Learn skills
e adapt to city life
e gain work opportunities

Needs improvement:

e Treatment of staff (i.e.
dormitories)

e Promotion opportunities for
minority staff

e Include ethnic minorities in
important positions
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Only in 1993 was
sustainable tourism

and a " smoke-less”

industry (issues are
often overlooked) 13
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On the other hand..

The money from tourism often goes to middle
men, not the community © @ ®

Tourism can change ideas of ethnic identity @ @

Some locals worry that their culture is being
commodified ®

Policies tend to favor economic aspects over
socio-cultural @ @

included in policy )
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